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Terence Sayers’ journey

A fter the Navy, I took a job as an instruc-
tor and training manager for a cruise line in 
Miami. This was where I met my wife, she was  
employed as a nurse on the ship, and I was  

one of the ship’s officers. My job for the cruise ships was as a 
safety, firefighting trainer manager, so I wrote the training and 
created lesson plans for the ship’s crews. I created “Computer 
Based Training,” and I started distributing the lessons over the 
internet to all of the ships, which was cutting edge back then. I 
wanted to improve the value of my lessons by refining the qual-
ity of my graphics and improving the design of my programs, 
so I made the life changing decision to go back to school. 

At the age of fifty, I was accepted into the Art Institute of Fort 
Lauderdale to study web design. Sometimes, I felt like a fish out 
of water being back in the classroom, and I was obviously older 
than most of my classmates. However, I discovered I enjoyed 
the learning environment and the interactions with classmates. 
I earned an associate degree, but I wanted to do something new 
and creative. During this time, 9/11 happened, which resulted 
in a negative impact on the cruise industry. I decided to change 
my job and my degree track. I was now studying for a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Computer Interactive Media, which involved 
more of the arts as we studied, video, photography, animations, 
Photoshop, Illustrator and the like. With my new skills, I started 
making freelance instructional movies. 

The movies were simple and were done with my inexpensive 
video camera. My wife was now working for a hospital system, 
and I did a “pro bono” diabetes informational video for her. 
This got me noticed by the hospital system, and they hired me 
as their Multimedia Specialist. 

While I was in that job, I started to get more and more crea-
tive in my work, and I wanted to learn more artistic techniques, 
so I started looking around for computer art programs. My 
goal was to create more appealing graphics for my videos and 

online learning programs. This was when I found out about 
Painter X3. I read good reviews on the program, and I decided 
to buy it for myself. I guess I’ve always been a bit of a computer 
fanatic going back to the mid-1970s when I took my first courses 
in computer programming. Painter seemed a good fit for my 
artistic endeavors. More than that, it looked like fun! Because 
of work, I already had a high-end computer and all the equip-
ment at home. I took the plunge. I didn’t have much to lose. 

I have been using Painter for about five years now, and I’m 
finally able to give my creative side full reign. Not only am I 
learning digital art in a way I couldn’t envision, but I’ve started 
taking traditional art classes over the last few months, which 
I’m finding challenging. Being retired, I have time to concentrate 
on all kinds of artwork. This is my passion. I love to learn, and 
I want to be the best that I can be in digital and traditional art. 
I’m not sure where it will all lead in my life, but I know I’m hav-
ing fun right now. I also know I’m doing something “new” and 

“creative” daily, and with me working in both traditional and 
digital realms, I know that is “cutting edge.” These have been 
key words propelling me forward throughout my life.  

I’ve always liked to paint and draw, but I didn’t have much opportunity as I joined 
the British Royal Navy at the age of  fifteen and spent twenty-seven years serving 
on numerous ships and shore establishments. I was a Mechanical Engineer, which 
entailed taking care of  the ship’s main propulsion and later in my career accoun-
ting for the fuel and water, and regulating the junior ratings in the engineering 
department. Looking back, I never would have thought I would learn digital art. 

“Just  call  me Terry or Tez.”

FACT FILE

Born Dartford, Kent, UK

Country Living USA

Age 70

Digitally Painting 4 Years

Programs Used  Corel Painter, Adobe 

Computer Specs  Dell Precision T5610 -  Intel Xeon CPU E5-
2630 V2-   16 GB Ram - 4 TB fixed drive - 2 SSD drives (4TB and 
2 TB)  - 2   Quadro K600 graphic cards- Windows 10 Pro
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 Artist Journey

 
What has been your biggest challenges as  
an artist? 

My biggest challenge as an artist has been over-
coming my internal doubt that I can even do this. 
I’ve overcome this by realizing that this makes me 
happy, so I’m going to do it. I’ve also realized people 
will only see what you have done if you show it to 
them. If you show them your work, you must be 
ready for criticism.

I gotta admit, I’ve also struggled with getting to 
know all the brushes in Corel Painter. There are so 
many of them, and there are always new brushes 
coming out. They all perform differently. The con-
trols for these brushes can become overwhelming 
and confusing. 

To solve this problem, I decided to stick with a 
certain set of brushes, which for me are the pastels 
right now. 

I use these brushes constantly and exclusively. 
These brushes help me stay loose with my brush 
strokes and not get too detailed.  

 
What has been your biggest frustration with 
being a digital artist, and how have you over-
come these frustrations? 

My biggest frustration is with the technical side 
of creating digital work. I cannot tell you how many 
times I have not incrementally saved my work and 
the power goes out, or the program crashes, or the 
cat trips over the power cable. It’s very annoying. 

When this happens, I tell myself that the digital 
god didn’t like what I had done, so I must do it over 
and better this time.

 
How do you pick what to paint, and where do 
you find your references? 

I love painting landscapes. I think they are very 
forgiving, and nature offers a myriad of color and 
scenes that I love. 

I do like to do still-life as well,  but I am early 
in my artistic journey; therefore, I don’t think I 
have a set style or specific type of painting yet. This  
might change. 

With that said, I look for copyright free photos on 
the internet and use a lot of my own photos as well.

I literally look at hundreds of photos. I look for 
the ones that move me. I travel quite a bit now, and 
my camera is always with me. Having said that, I 
try not to be a slave to the photo. If a tree is in the 
wrong place for the composition, I move it. 

Who is going to know if I moved it? 
Remember, photos do lie. They are true to 
shape and line but do not show the three-
dimensional form that makes a good painting. 

ArtistQ&A Cringe painting one was 
my first digital painting. It 
is supposed to be depicting 
the front door of my 
family’s house in England 
where I grew up. Why I did 
this, I have no idea, but 
I kept it to remind me 
from whence I have come, 
physically in my life and in 
my artwork.  
 

Cringe painting 
two  is the front of my 
house. You can see I 
was experimenting 
with texture. I think the 
embryonic style that I now 
strive for shows in this 
piece. There are so many 
mistakes in it, but now I 
can look at it and recognize 
these mistakes, which is a 
great stride forward for me. 
This picture reminds me of 
why it isn’t good to copy 
photographs.  
 

 The last painting 
was painted from my 
imagination.  The colors 
are horrible in it. The 
shapes are worse. I was 
trying to depict the brush 
fires in California that were 
happening at that time. I 
think I missed the mark. 

My Cringe Painting - 2

My Cringe Painting - 3

My Cringe Painting -  1
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       Interview  Terry Sayers

FAVORITE RESOURCES

Websites 
Improvemypaintings.com 
I spend most Saturday 
afternoons with him online 
and enjoy being with all the 
great people in that class. 

digitalartacademy.com

I really enjoy being with the 
great people here and looking 
at their digital artwork. 

Youtube

My favorite channels are Karen 
Margulis & The Monet Cafe

Books

Your Artist Brain 
by Carl Purcell

Carlson’s Guide to 
Landscape Painting 
by John F. Carlson 

I have several art books by M.C. 
Escher. I like the patterns and 
his perspective works. 
 
Gardner’s Art 
Through the Ages

I think the main reason I like 
this book is that it was so 
expensive. We had to buy it for 
a college class. At the time I 
was peeved about being made 
to buy such an expensive book. 
I could not afford a luxury like 
an expensive art book and 
thought it was frivolous, but 
over the years I have been back 
to that book so many times to 
study the artwork it contains. 
Not only does it deal with the 
Old Masters, but it delves into 
the history of pieces from all 
over the world, and I find that 
interesting and inspirational. 
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program. You do this until it becomes second nature, and 
then you can concentrate more on creating the actual artwork. 
 
What is your typical workflow, and how long does it take 
you to complete a digital painting? 

The first thing I do is choose a good reference photo. I look 
at hundreds of photos, and when I have chosen one to paint, I 
will often leave it for a few days, sleep on it, and get to know 
the photo before I move forward with my painting.  

If you start with poor composition, then the final piece is 
set for failure. If I take the time and study the photo, I often 
see things that are not immediately obvious.

How long did it take you to learn the computer pro-
gram, and what was your biggest challenge learning the 
program?

I don’t think you ever stop learning Painter. I always say that 
Painter is a program that is easy to use and difficult to master. 
They are always bringing out new features to the program and 
new ways of creating art, so it is a lot of fun to use.

I don’t think Painter is any more difficult to learn than any 
other computer program. It is a case of starting with the simple 
things and progressing to the harder aspects of the program. 

You must decide what you want to do, then figure out 
how you can achieve that using the tools available in the 
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       Interview  Terry Sayers

 I try to look for the story in the photo. From there, I will 
often do small sketches and test out color combinations to 
test harmony.

 I like this stage because nobody will ever see it, so I go wild 
with color and composition and see what I like. In this stage, I 
also move things around and make the piece mine.

 I continue to develop the story, so it pleases me. I often talk 
to myself during this process. It helps me develop the story. 

I then do a block in establishing the darks and lights. I move 
into the accents and details, which give the piece life at the end 
of my process. 

The time to complete a painting depends on a lot of things, 

but normally a piece will take anywhere from a couple of hours 
to several days. 

  
 What piece of advice would you give to someone starting 
out in digital art? 

I would tell them don’t skimp on equipment. If you intend 
to take up digital art seriously, then buy the equipment that 
will support your endeavors. 

If you don’t, you will end up frustrated with the outcome 
of your work, and eventually, you will walk away from it all.  
 
What has helped you grow the most in your art skills? 



It’s OK to fail 
every piece you do is a learning experience. 
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whatever I post. I once had several of my digital 
works displayed in the art gallery at my old college, 
and I had some great feedback there. 

My wife often says that I am looking for approval 
and praise for my work and in a way, I think I am, 
but aren’t all artist a little bit unsure of their work? 

However, I don’t have a lot of contact with the art 
community in my area, and I regret not being able to 
share and discuss artwork in a face-to-face setting. 

 I have utilized online groups, and I think the best 
online group is Digital Art Academy. The artists in 
this group are friendly, helpful, and non-judgmental. 
I can display my work without the anxiety of being 
ridiculed. I highly recommend it. 

Sharing here has given me more confidence,  and 
I have gained guidance from others.  

 
Do you have an art degree? Do you think an art 
degrees give a person an edge when it comes 
to creating artwork?  

I went to college and earned an associate degree 
in web design and a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Interactive Media. There is a lot of art fundamen-
tals to both of those disciplines, although strictly 
speaking, they are not art degrees. Nevertheless, I 
think they gave me an understanding of the funda-
mentals of design. 

I think if one is determined and feel they can get 
an art degree then absolutely, get one. I would love 
to do that, but I have decided against it at this stage 
in life. I never regretted getting my degrees and 
would not have landed the jobs that I had without 
those degrees.

There are so many good, even free, tutorials 
online nowadays.  I use them and follow them con-
stantly. I think the abundance of online resources 
can further ones artistic education. 

 
What would your future self, tell your younger 
self, if you could zip back in time? 

I would tell myself not to be in a hurry. Don’t 
expect too much, and keep at it. It will come with 
dedication. It’s OK to fail. Every piece you do is a 
learning experience. I would encourage myself to 
study other artists work. 

Pick a style you like and emulate it. There is noth-
ing wrong with copying other artists, if you do it as 
a learning exercise and keep an open mind.

More than anything, I would tell myself to stop 
copying photographs and trying to get every detail 
into the piece.

Photographs lie! I think an artist’s job is to create 
a mood and to interpret the photo or scene. The art-
ist should evoke a feeling or reaction in the viewer.

 If the viewer wants every little detail in it, then 
they need a photograph.  

FAVORITE ARTISTS

Claude Monet 

Monet is known as the father 
of Impressionism, a style I 
wish to emulate. Not only 
do I admire his work, but I 
also admire the way he lived 
his life. His paintings are so 
full of light and movement 
depicting the time in which 
he lived. He often painted 
the same scene over and over, 
studying how light changes 
at different times of the day 
and in different seasons of 
the year. 
 

Qiang Huang 

He was born in China but 
now lives in the USA. What 
I like about his work is the 
accuracy he can create but 
with loose painterly strokes. 
His work is so colorful, 
expressive, but serene.  

Carla Bosch 

Carla is a South African artist 
whose paintings are so full of 
life and vibrancy. I love the 
subject matter she chooses 
to paint. Her paintings are so 
happy they make me feel    
 “warm and fuzzy.” 

When I first started painting digitally, I did not 
have a clue. I knew I wanted to create art, and digital 
art fell right into my scope of interest, but honestly, 
I was terrible at it. 

Even though it looked horrible, I kept on going 
with a lot of encouragement from my wife. I started 
reading tons of books on color management, lines, 
shapes, and value. It was such dry reading. I became 
confused and discouraged that I was just not good 
enough. 

After some time of stumbling around, I discov-
ered online classes, and I quickly understood what 
all those books were trying to teach me. I guess I 
must be a visual learner. 

I joined online groups, and I found that with 
their encouragement and support, I developed very 
quickly. I would recommend anyone starting to join 
a group and reach out to other artists. I found it was 
what helped me grow the most as an artist, and now 
I have made a lot of online friends and enjoy being 

“with them” online.
 

 What was your biggest “ah ha” moment where 
something clicked, and you started to flourish 
with your digital art?

I don’t remember a point in time where I 
shouted “Eureka.” I think my work came gradu-
ally and is still evolving. I think there may have 
been some “so that’s how you do it” moments 
when reading books or watching videos. 
 
What is your favorite tool that you use?

My favorite tool is Corel Painter. It has so 
many features and updates that you never stop 
learning the program. The variety of different 
types of work you can master is endless. One 
has access to oils, pastels, watercolor, pens, pen-
cils, and the list just goes on. All these different 
media feel so real, as well. I love that program. 
 
How do you feed your creativity, so you don’t 
feel burned out?

I have been studying and practicing art for about 
five years now, so I consider myself a fledgling crea-
tor. I have never really been burned out as I love to 
learn and study other people’s work. 

I look at photographs for inspiration, but I look 
with the eye of an impressionist. I find this feeds 
my creativity. 
 
Do you feel you have artistic support in your 
life, and how has it helped you?  

My family has given me a lot of encouragement, 
and for that reason, I continue with my artistic jour-
ney.  I display a lot of my work on different groups 
on Facebook, and I always get a good reaction to 



It’s OK to fail 
every piece you do is a learning experience. 
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